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In efforts to curb unemployment and alleviate poverty,
the department of forestry through its
environmental protection and infrastructure program,
working for land component, funded Senqu Local
Municipality to restore and rehabilitate degraded land.
Rhodes land reclamation project is therefore coming
about as a response to the calls for proposals by the
Department of Environment, Forestry and Fisheries. The
purpose of the project is to empower expanded public
works program (EPWP) beneficiaries, through creating
employment opportunities and improving the
environmental aesthetics of Senqu Local Municipality.
105 EPWP beneficiaries will be participating in the
project for a period of one year.
Municipalities were at liberty to solidify the concept to
include specific environmental interventions
focused on restoration and rehabilitation of degraded
land and encourage biodiversity and better land use. The
project will assist in the rehabilitation of rangeland,
including the construction of gabions to curb soil erosion.

This proposed project will complement the
commonage management plan through increasing
the productivity
of rangelands and founding new ones.
The planting of a sustainable wood lot will assist in
ensuring that people have access to sustainably
sourced wood. The beautification of the town in
Rhodes and the fencing of the caravan park will
assist in the
aesthetics of the town. The project will focus on
the following deliverables:

• Implementation of soil erosion system to prevent
flooding and stop soil erosion
• Implementation of rangeland management
utilizing the principles of Environment SA
• Fencing of caravan park
• Greening and beautification
• Planting of woodlots
• Planting of trees
• Rehabilitating the land through leveling the land,
planting the suitable shrubs, fertilizing the land
with organic fertilizers, planting fodder crops,
collecting wild plants seeds and replanting
them in the pastoral land
• Closing the rehabilitated pasture for 1 year
• Providing the beneficiaries with the necessary
capacity building and training
The Department will appoint an implementing
agent which will be paid prescribed management
fees,
facilitate payment of wages accounting for 35% of
project fees and 2% focus on training. 55% of
temporary jobs must be reserved for women, 65%
for youth between ages of 16 and 35 years and 2%
for the disabled.

A new dawn for Rhodes communities



The international day of older persons is commemorated annually in South Africa to honor and pay tribute to
our seniors and raise awareness on issues that affect and impact them such as poverty, violation of rights
and abuse. It is also aimed to appreciate the contributions the elderly have made to society.
The hosting district for the international Day of Older persons, is selected on a rotational basis. In the past 4
years the hosts were as follows:2021- Nelson Mandela Metro,2020- Virtual Provincial Session, 2019-Buffalo
City Metro,2018-Chris Hani.
The 2022 theme for the commemoration of international day of older persons (IDOP) is “The Resilience and
Contribution of Older Women”.
The objectives are:
• To highlight the resilience of older women in the face of environmental, social, economic and lifelong
inequalities.
• To raise awareness of the importance of improved world-wide data collection, disaggregated by age and
gender
• To call on all spheres of government and civil society to include older women in the center of all policies,
ensuring gender equality.

The event was attended by 120 and graced by the presence of the MEC of Social Development Honorable
Fanta, the executive Mayor of JGDM Cllr N.Mposelwa and Senqu Mayor amongst others. The target audience
were elderly people from the 24 Eastern Cape older persons forums.
MEC Hon. Fanta highlighted that most of these issues such as poverty, abuse and Gender Based Violence
affect people nationwide. If these issues remain unattended and Elderly remain as vulnerable as they currently
are, then these celebrations are pointless.

Various activities took place such as traditional music and dances. The MEC also showered the elderly with
gifts as a token of appreciation for the wisdom and contribution in the South Africa we live in today.
The perpetual increase of violence against elderly by young people, who in most cases are under the influence
of alcohol or drugs, must urgently be curbed particularly, in our municipality. All leaders from different social
settings of our society must ensure that the safety and security of our parents is always guaranteed, said
Senqu Mayor, Cllr Stokhwe.
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